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RIOHT How, WILLIAM PITT, 


AVING had the opportunity of 
L hearing your ſpeech againſt the re- 
peal of the Teſt and Corporation Acts, and 
thinking I could perceive that you had not 
given ſufficient attention to the ſubject, or 
ſeen it in a true point of light, I take the 
liberty which I conceive not to be un- 
becoming an Engliſhman, and which, 
being well intended, and reſpecting an ob- 
ject of great national importance, is not, 
I preſume, without ſome title to gratitude, 
to ſuggeſt what appear to me to be clearer 
ideas than you ſeemed to be poſſeſſed of, 
and ſuch as may be the foundation of a 
better policy than you have adopted. 


B | Educated 
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2 A Letter to Mr. PIT, 


Educated as you have been by clergy- 
men, who are intereſted in the ſupport of 
the preſent eſtabliſhment, and whoſe minds 
may therefore be ſuppoſed to be biaſſed in 
favour of it, it is not much to be wonder- 
ed at, that you ſhould have adopted their 
idea of its inſeparable connection with the 
political conſtitution of this country, and 
that you ſhould have caught their fears on 
the ſubject. But that theſe notions, and 


others which you advanced in the courſe 


of the debate, are deſtitute of all founda- 
tion, I do not deſpair of being able to 
prove, even to your own ſatisfaction, and 
ſo as to influence your future conduct. 


I ſhall previouſly obſerve, that beſides 
being miſled by your education and con- 
nections, there was the appearance of your 
being farther embarraſſed, and miſled, by 
your ſituation ; and that your attention to 
the real merits of the queſtion was diſ- 


tracted by a wiſh to recommend yourſelf 


to a majority of the people, without 


offending the minority; an object, Sir, 


which much older ſtateſmen than yourſelf 
| have 
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have ſeldom been able to accompliſh. As 
far as I can perceive, you have failed with 
reſpect to both, and that even Lord North, 
who ſpoke the honeſt ſentiments of his 
heart, has left an impreſſion of much 
greater reſpect on the minds of thoſe 
againſt whom he pleaded, than you have 
done on thoſe for whom you exerted your- 
ſelf ſo much. But it has been the com- 
mon deception of ſtateſmen, to think to 
gain their ends by addreſs, over-rating 
their own talents, and undervaluing thoſe _ 
of others, who are as quick- ighted as 
themſelves. 


Believe an older man than you are, that 
a common proverb, older than our grand- 
fathers, viz. honeſty is the beſt policy, ap- 
plies to the caſe of ſtateſmen as fully as to 
that of tradeſmen, for whoſe uſe it might 
be more particularly intended. Keep this 
in view in all meaſures of policy, inva- 
riably purſue what ſhall appear to be right, 
and you will be reſpected in all your con- 
duct, and all the changes of your conduct, 
produced by a real conviction ; becauſe it 
B 2 is 
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is not diſgraceful to any man, and leaſt of 
all to a young man, to change his opinion, 
on farther refſecting upon a ſubject. It 
any pretend to the extraordinary merit of 
deciding upon every thing intuitively, and 
without taking the pains that other men 
muſt do in order to underſtand it, he affects 
to be more than man; and thoſe who ſee 
him to be in other reſpects like themſelves, 
will not give him credit for his pretenſions. 
But they will forgive a make, becauſe. 
they know that they are ſubject to miſtakes 

themſelves. ; y 


In this letter, in which I mean to take 
a pretty large ſcope, and bring before your 
view objects, to which, if I may judge by 
the tenor of your ſpeech, you havenot given 
much attention (at leaſt I hope to place 
them in lights in which you have not been 
uſed to conſider them) I require no other 
apology for the liberty I take, than what 
is given me by the poſtulatum, that the 

greateſt politicians are but men; and not- 
withſtanding their profound knowledge of 
the things to which they have given atten- 
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tion, they may be profoundly ignorant of 
things to which they have not attended. 
And there are many things, and thoſe in 
which great national intereſts are involved, 
to which, educated as you have been, and 
circumſtanced as you are, I apprehend you 
have not ſufficiently ſtudied. Among 
theſe, I muſt take the liberty to rank that 
of the intimate connection of any particular 
mode of religion with the welfare of the 
ſtate, by a regard to which alone, and by 
no means to religion, in itſelf conſidered, 
your conduct, as a flateſman, ought to be 
governed. As an individual give as much 
attention to religion, and a future life, as 
you pleaſe; but as the oſtenſible prune 
miniſter of this country, you have nothing 

to do with any life beſides the preſent, and 
the happineſs of the inhabitants of this 
iſland in it. Thzs is a province large 
enough for yourſelf, and all your col- 
leagues in office. For other things we 
ſhall look to other perſons, or provide for 
ourſelves as well as we can. 


When 
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When you ſay that the preſent eſtabliſh- 
ment of the church of England is neceſ- 
fary to the civil eſtabliſhment of the coun- 
try, and that this is neceflary to the peace 
and happineſs of it, you may be miſled by 
ſeveral fallacies, and the propoſitions you 
advance may be true or falſe, according as 
they are underſtood. 


A change, and eſpecially a great and 
ſudden. change in matters of religion would, 
no doubt, be dangerous, on the ſuppoſition 
that the people continued to think as they 
now do; becauſe, in that caſe, they would 
certainly be diſſatisfied, they would pro- 
bably reſiſt the innovation, and public 
calamity might enſue. But, Sir, this 
would not be the conſequence of any 
change, how great ſoever, in matters civil 
or religious, which the people themſelves 
ſhould be perſuaded to think well of. 
Nay, in this caſe, the ſame miſchiefs which 
you now apprehend from a change, might 
ariſe from any attempts to prevent the 
change. 


This 
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This iſland was, I preſume, the ſeat of 
much happineſs and temporal proſperity 
before either of the parts of our preſent 
boaſted conſtitution had any exiſtence. 

Our preſent form of government was not 
coeval with the nation; for our Saxon an- 
ceſtors were heathens, and in a later period 
they were Catholics. As thoſe, therefore, 
Who approve of the preſent ſtate of things 
mult believe that paſt changes have been 
advantageous to us, and ſuch changes as 
Engliſhmen in former times would cer- 
tainly have oppoſed ; why may not other 
changes. be alſo advantageous, though, at 
tae firſt propoſal, the minds of the preſent 
generation may equally revolt at them. 
If the maxims on which you laid ſo much 

ſtreſs had always been rigorouſly adhered 
to, the eſtabliſhed religion of this country 
muſt now have been Pagan, and our prieſts 
Druids. If they had been adopted at any 
period before the reformation, we mult 
have been Catholics, and without a ſhadow 
of a toleration. Indeed, though you diſ- 
claimed perſecutionin words, youadmitted, 
as Mr. Fox juſtly obſerved, the whole ex- 
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8 A Letter to Mr. PIT, 


tent of its principle. But are there any 
men now authorized to ſay, that w:/dom 
foall die with them; and is it for you, Sir, 
to fay to reformation Hitherto ſhalt thou go, 
and no farther? 


Surely then, Sir, there can be no danger 

in any alteration which the people can be 
brought to approve of; and any preſent 

attempts to infuſe into them a dread of in- 
novation, is of the ſame nature with all 
attempts in the preceding periods of our 
hiſtory to keep the people blind to their 
Future intereſts, for the ſake of the pre- 
ſent intereſt of certain individuals. 


I do not ſay, however, that nothing 
thould be done by the governors of a na- 
tion but what the body of it ſhall have 
_ previouſly conſidered and approved, though 
In matters of great conſequence the maxim 
ought to be adhered to; becauſe many 
leſſer changes may be made by way of ex- 
periment, or the better to excite attention 
and diſcuſſion ; and things may eaſily re- 
vert to their farmer ſituation, if, after 
ſufficient experience, the alterations ſhould 

2 not 
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not-be approved. . The minds of the higher 
ranks in any community may well be pre- 
ſumed to be more enlightened than thoſe 
of the lower. It is therefore their proper 
buſineſs to ſpeculate, to deviſe plans for 
the public good, and to make trials of 
ſuch as promiſe the beſt, 


Now, Sir, if any change would be 
juſtifiable on theſe maxims, in the preſent 
ſtate of things in this country, it would 
certainly be that which was propoſed to 
the conſideration of the Houſe of Com- 
mons on the 28th of March laſt, and 
which you oppoſed on the principle of its 
being too hazardous. If the ſafety of the 
ſtate depended upon there being no juſtices 
of peace among the more opulent Diſ- 
ſenters, and no exciſemen, &c. among 
thoſe of the lower ranks, and on all 
the members of corporations being true 
churchmen, I would agree with you that 
no ſuch characters ought to be admitted 
into ſuch ſtations. But, Sir, is not the 
apprehenſion of danger to the fate from 
ſuch a change as this perfectly chimerical 

> and 
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and ridiculous? Can you ſay that any 
danger, or ſhadow of danger, has ariſen 
from Diſſenters being admitted into any 
other offices of truſt or power, as from 
their being members of either Houſe of 
Parliament ? If the danger ariſe from the 
King being permitted to make Diſſenters 
Juſtices of peace or exciſemen, would not 
the ſame, or greater danger, have ariſen from 
the power which the crown unqueſtion- 
ably has of making Diſſenters peers ? In- 
| deed, Sir, there is no more danger of the 
conſtitution ſuffering from this quarter, 
than of the river Thames riſing ſo high as 
to overflow the whole city of London ; 
and you might as well propoſe the im- 
mediate raiſing of banks high enough to 
prevent 1o great a miſchief. 


What has been the condi of thoſe 
Diſſenters who can comply with the pre- 
ſent requiſitions ſo far as actually to get 
into thoſe offices from which you think it 
ſo neceflary to exclude them, for many do 
this? And though I diſapprove of the 
practice, I am far from thinking that Diſ- 

1 ſenters, 
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ſetters, truly conſcientious in other re- 
ſpects, may not think it right, Do they 
behave worſe as juſtices of peace, mayors, 
aldermen, exciſemen, &c. than members 
of the church of England in the ſame 
offices; or do Diſſenters in parliament 
propoſe or ſecond worſe meaſures, meaſures 
more inimical to the peace and beſt intereſts 
of the country than other members ? You, 
Sir, ſtrongly declared the contrary, when 
you allowed the Diſſenters the greateſt 
merit as good citizens. Why then ſhould 
not the propoſed trial be made? For 
every regulation of this kind can be no- 
thing more than a trial, or experiment. 
If any danger ſhould ariſe from it, it 
could not be ſo ſudden, but that there 
might be time enough to prevent the miſ- 
chief from being fatal to us. The conſe- 
quence would not be the inſtantly filling of 
all the executive offices of government with 
Diſſenters. And if ane in an hundred 
was ſo filled, it wauld be far leſs than the 
number of Scotchmen who have promotion 
in this country; and yet nobody appre- 
hends that, in conſequence of this, any 

C 2 thing 
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thing will be done hoſtile to England, or 


more favourable to the intereſts of Scot- 
land. Why then excite the laughter, or 
indignation, of men of ſenſe, by telling 
us of the alarms of the biſhops, and hold- 
ing out to our view the horrors of 1780. 


Biſhops are recorded in all hiſtories, as 
the moſt jealous, the moſt timorous, and 
of courſe the moſt vindictive of all men, 
apprehenſive of danger from quarters from 
which no eye but their own could have 
ſuſpected any. They have always dread- 
ed and oppoſed, as Mr. Fox obſerved, 
every change that, by any mode of con- 
ſtruction, could be thought to have the 
Jeaſt aſpect towards themſelves, Indeed, 
Sir, it would have become you, as an 
_ enlightened ſtateſman, inſtead of confeſſing 
that you were influenced by the chimerical 
apprehenſions of this unwarlike body of 
men, and caught their fears, to have 
endeavoured to give them ſome of your 
courage, and to have perſuaded them 
that the thing which, to their diſturbed 

1 imagination 
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imagination appeared to be amountain, was, 
in reality, nothing more than a molehill. 


You alluded to ſome Diſſenters as of a 
more dangerous complexion than others, 
in conſequence of their being enemies to 
all eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſhments; and, in 
order, I ſuppoſe, to pay a compliment to 
the reſt, you ſaid it was againſt z7hz/e only 
that it was ſo neceſſary to be upon your 
guard. I avow myſelf to be of this claſs 
of Diſſenters, and I glory in it. I have 
even no doubt, but that, as Chriſtianity 
was promulgated, and prevailed in the 
world, without any aid from civil power, 
it will, when it ſhall have recovered. its 
priſtine purity, and its priſtine vigour 
entirely diſengage itſelf from ſuch an un- 
natural alliance as it is at preſent fettered 
with, and that our poſterity will even look 
back with aſtoniſhment at the infatuation 
of their anceſtors, in imagining that things 
ſo wholly different from each other as 
Chriſtianity, and civil power, had any na- 
tural connection. Let the corruptions of 
Chriſtianity, ſuch as in this country, and 

on 
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on the continent of Europe, paſs for it, 
avail themſelves of ſuch aid. The Chriſ- 
tianity that I profeſs does not require, but 
diſdains it. It wants no ſupport that you, 
Sir, as a ſtateſman, can give it, and will 
prevail in ſpite of any obſtruction that you 
can tarow in its way. 


If theſe principles render the Diſſenters 
among whom I claſs myſelf unfit to be 
truſted in any office of power, take proper 
meaſures to prevent us; but make a diſ- 
crimination, and do not confound our caſe 
with that of thoſe Diſſenters who think 
that there ought to be an eſtabliſhment of 
Chriſtianity in every country. But do 
you think that the ſovereign, aided by the 
advice of his miniſters, is ever likely to 
make choice of ſuch perſons as myſelf to 
fill any important executive office of the 
ſtate, if there ſhould be any apprehenſion 
of our acting upon theſe principles, to the 
hazard of the eſtabliſhment? If there be 
no real danger from them, I muſt maintain 
that their mere opinion on the ſubject is no 
reaſonable diſqualification. Whatever miſ- 


chief 
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chief any perſon may intend to do me, I 
never think of uſing any precaution againſt 
him, if I know that it is not in his power 
to execute his intention. 


Equally chimerical, Sir, are your ap- 


prehenſions of danger to the Articles of 


the Union between England and Scotland, 
from any alterations in the eccleſiaſtical 
conſtitution of this country, which the 
members of it ſhould be diſpoſed to make. 
If, however, it be a thing of ſo very 


ſacred and inviolable a nature, as that no 


alteration which the moſt enlightened 
among us can deviſe, can ever take place, 
we ought to rejoice that it was not made 
before the reign of Henry the eighth; for 
then it would have prevented the Reforma- 
tion. However, as this union did take 
place before the laſt improvements of the 
Toleration, and it was not diſſolved in con- 
ſequence of them, I cannot think it to be 
of ſo very delicate a nature as is pretended; 
but that having borne ſo much, there can 
be no great riſk in trying whether it may 
not bear a little more. There are objects, 

however, 
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however, in which the welfare and glory 
of this country are concerned, to which, 
I am confident, you would yourſelf not 
hefitate to ſacrifice this favourite Union, or 
any thing elſe that might interfere with 
them. Let every greater good be purſued, 
and every leſſer inconvenience be lighted ; 
but above all let zz/i:ce be done. 


It has been aid that, if the Diſſenters 
gain this point, they will aim at ſome- 
thing more. This I acknowledgs. We 
ſhould aſk many things more, becauſe 
there are many things more that we con- 
ceive ourſelves to be entitled to, and which 
it will be no injury, but an advantage, to 
our country to grant us. We are a part 
of the community which, in return for 
great merit, have received great injuries. 
Part of them no doubt are removed ; but 
it does not follow that the remainder are 
no burden. We feel them to be ſo, and 
ſhall take every fair opportunity of en- 
deavouring to relieve ourſelves. Let the 
bench of biſhops be fully apprized of this, 
and take their meaſures accordingly. We 
| | have 
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have the frankneſs and magnanimity of 
which they are deſtitute, and ſhall not en- 
deavour to take them by ſurprize. I ſhall 
therefore beg leave to tell you, Sir, and 
them through you, what it is that we do 
want, and what we ſhall certainly claim 
ſome time or other; and I ſhall afterwards 
ſpeak to other things, which I conceive 
would be for the honour and advantage of 
this country, and which we, or our more 
enlightened poſterity, will probably be 
aiming at, after all our claims as nes 
are granted. 


But to quiet their apprehenſions from 
the dangerous attempts of ſuch furious 
ſectaries as myſelf and my friends, and the 
terror which they have conceived from 
our gunpowder plots, &c. I ſhall inform 
them that the means we propoſe to em- 
ploy are not force, but perſuaſion. The 
gunpowder which we are ſo aſſiduouſly 
laying grain by grain under the old building 
of error and ſuperſtition *, in the higheſt 

* This is part of a ſentence in a pamphlet of mine 
on the importance and extent of free enquiry, which vir 


William Dolben did me the honour to quote at large 
and deſcant upon in his ſpeech in the Houſe. 
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regions of which they inhabit, is not com- 
poſed of ſaltpetre, charcoal, and ſulphur, 
but conſiſts of arguments; and if we lay 
mines with ſuch materials as theſe, let 
them countermine us in the ſame way, or 
in any other way they pleaſe, and more 
congenial to their natures, What we are 
aiming at is to enlighten the minds of the 
people, and to ſhow them that in the 
church-eſtabliſhment of this country there 


1s much of error nd ſuperſtition ; and if 
we can convince them that it is ſo (and of 
this I have no doubt) in proper time they 


will take it down of themſelves, and either 
erect ſomething better in its place, or diſ- 
poſe of the materials (if they ſhould think 


them of any value) for ſome other purpoſe ; 


and who will then be aggrieved or com- 


plain? After this there may be no b:/bops, 
as the term is now underſtood, but there 
may be chriſtian miniſters, the people may 
be as well inſtructed in their duty, they 
may live as happily here, and make as good 
proviſion for their happineſs hereafter. 


I was particularly happy i in hearing from 
Lord North, who approved himſelf to be 


4 a ſincere 
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a ſincere friend to the preſent eſtabliſh- 
ment, that a complete toleration was pro- 
per, and that if any thing remained to 
make ours ſo, it ought to be brought for- 
ward. This was a ſentiment which I 
heard from ſeveral quarters of the houſe, 
and from yourſelf. I therefore think my- 
ſelf encouraged, and regurred, to mention 
ſome things which are certainly wanting 
to a complete toleration in this country, 
and which do not at all affect the eſta- 
bliſhed church. They are complaints 
which, if redreſſed, would give Diſſenters 
no civil power, but would only make them 


ſecure in the public profeſſion and exerciſe 


of their religion. If, then, you were ſincere 
in your declarations, redreſs theſe griev- 


| ances, and do it generouſly, without any 
farther ſolicitation on our part. If the 


biſhops have any magnanimity, let the 
motion come from themſelves. 


If you would make the toleration com- 
plete, you muſt give us a power of doing 
that by /aw, which we now do by con- 


nivance, that is, the power of declaring 
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and defending our religious principles. 
This power the laws of this country do 
not now give us. Many of us hold our 
property, and even our liberty, on the 
mere good will of our neighbours, -and the 
generous ſpirit of the times, when the law 
would deprive us of both. As Chriſtians, 
we think it our duty to hazard this, rather 
than neglect to take any meaſures in our 
power to propagate important truth ; but 
we ſhould certainly prefer a ſituation in 


which we might do this without being 
_— to w perſon. 


To plas us in this ſituation, you muſt, 
in the firſt place, repeal the a& of King 
Wilkam, which makes it 5/aſphemy to 
impugn the doctrine of the Trinity. I 
think it my duty to attempt the utter 
overthrow of this doctrine, which I con- 
ceive to be a fundamental corruption of 
the religion which I profeſs, the greateſt 
of thoſe that mark the church of Rome, 
and which was left untouched at the re- 
formation. My reaſons for this may be 
ſcen at large in my writings on the ſubject, 

and 
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andeſpeciallyin my Hiſtory of Early Opinions 
concerning Jeſus Chriſt. But whether the 
doctrine be true or falſe, give us the 
power of a free and fearleſs diſcuſſion of it. 
This, as friends to foleration ſimply, you 
and the biſhops ought to do, as it cannot 
be pretended to be any infringement of the 
eſtabliſhed religion of the country. 


Repeal then this ſtatute of King Wil- 
liam, and all other penal laws in matters 
of religion, as a meaſure evidently neceſ- 
ſary to render the toleration complete. 
If you will not do this without ſolicita- 


tion, though you acknowledge the pro- 


priety of it, you cannot complain if we 
ſhould ſolicit. This is what I ſhould 
have applied for in the firſt place, being 
as it were one of the neceſſaries of life, 
whereas the buſineſs of civil offices is a 


mere ſuperfluity, Men may live, and live 


comfortably, without being juſtices of 
peace, or exciſemen ; but the confiſcation 
of goods, and impriſonment for life, which 
would be my fate it the laws now exiſting 
were executed, every man will ſay would 
es ” be 
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be a ſerious hardſhip, and in my opinion 
more ſevere than any mode of preſent 
death. 


Vou conſider the celebration of marriage 
as belonging to religion, as appears by 
your confining it to the clergy of the 
church of England, though with the ex- 
ception of granting it to the Quakers. 
If this was wanting to heir complete to- 
leration, it muſt be alſo wanting to ours. 
Allow us, then, to be married by our 
own miniſters. It is true we do not fay 
with the Quakers, that we cannot in con- 
ſcience comply with your forms, but we 
extremely diſlike them; and if we were 
not taken, as it were, at an advantage, when 
we are diſpoſed to make light of ſmall 
obſtacles, we ſhould certainly make loud 
remonſtrances on the ſubject. The ſer- 
vice itſelf is a very aukward and indelicate 
one; and though it does not enforce upon 
the parties the obnoxious doctrine of the 
Trinity, it obliges us to attend a religious 
ſervice, into which that doctrine enters. 
Independently, however, of this conſide- 
| ration, 
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ration, it is certainly a very unreaſonable 
thing, that the fees for marriage ſhould 
all be given to the miniſters of the church 
of England, and that thoſe of the Diſ- 
ſenters themſelves ſhould not go to their 
own miniſters. 


You will certainly have an application 
to Parliament on this ſubje& ſome time or 
other. The equity of the requeſt you 
will hardly deny. If, theretore, you with, 
as you pretend to do, that the toleration 
of this country ſhould be complete, make 
this conceſſion to us, without our aſking 


for it; and let it not be ſaid, as hitherto 
it may, that you have never had the gene- 


roſity to do what is igt, till you were 
in a manner compelled to it, and did it to 
avoid a greater evil. 


I have now, Sir, done with the caſe of 


the Diſſenters, as ſuch, but I do not mean 


to ſtop here. Several things which oc- 
curred in the courſe of the debate that 
gave occaſion to this letter relate to the 


eftabhiſhment 
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5 eftabliſhment itſelf; and Iam irreſiſtibly led 


to purſue my ſubject. 


The eſtabliſnment, you ſaid, is neceſ- 
ſarily connected with the civil conſtitution 
of the ſtate, and makes a part of it. But 
in what ſenſe is this propoſition true? 
Can there be no change made in the eſta- 


bliſhment without a proportional injury to 
the ſtate ? Is it already ſo perfect in, itſelf, 
and ſo completely adapted to our particular 
form of civil government, as that neither 
the wiſdom of God, nor of man, can deviſe 
any thing better for us? If not, it may 


be poſſible, that, as changes have been 
made for the better (ſuch changes as have 


brought us into this incomparably excel- 


lent ſituation) other changes, as I have 


obſerved before, may be made with equal 


advantage. 


One advantageous change, I preſume, 


would be to confine the eſtabliſhment to 


Chr Mianity il ſel 3 and not to include in it 
what does not neceſſarily belong to it, but 


may be a great corruption and abuſe of it; 


ö which 5 
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which, I am ſatisfied, is the caſe with 
reſpect to many things comprehended in 
the eſtabliſhment of this country. In 
ſhort, you ought to make ſuch alterations, 
as not to exclude from the benefits of it 
any ſerious profeſſor of Chriſtianity. Thie, 
vou ſaid, would introduce univerſal con- 
fuſion, every pariſh being divided within 
itſelf, in conſequence of ſome perſons be- 
lieving one thing, and others another. 
But 1s not this the caſe at preſent ? Do all 
the miniſters of the church of England, 
notwithſtanding their ſubſcription of the 
ſame thirty- nine articles, purpoſely framed 
in order to prevent diverſity of opinion, 
think alike? Nay, 1s it not notorious 
that they even preach, and publiſh, as diffe- 
rent opinions as the Diſſenters themſelves ? 


I would alſo aſk, where is the great in- 
convenience attending this circumſtance ? 

Whatever it be, it muſt grow leſs and leſs 
_ continually, and would ſooner vaniſh, if 
that liberty was given to all by law, which 
ſome of the clergy will venture to take by 
connivance. The conſequence of free diſ- 


E cuſſion. 
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cuſſion would, in time, produce a rational 
and permanent uniformity. For truth, 
we need not doubt, will finally prevail in 
every conteſt, and no perſon ought to be 
under any bias in favour of any particular 
opinion, in conſequence of its being 
favoured by the ſtate; which, if it be an 
error, muſt greatly protract the prevalence 
of it. And certainly, Sir, no perſons 
ſhould be under any temptation to wound 
their conſciences, by attempts to reconcile 
their belief of one doctrine with their ſub- 
ſcription to another. This is an evil now 
exiſting, of great and growing magnitude, 
unſpeakably greater than any thing that 
can be imagined to reſult from the aboli- 
tion of ſuch ſubſcriptions. This makes 
men of integrity in ſome things notoriouſly 
infincere in others, and the preachers of 
truth and virtue to the nation not ſeldom 
enter upon their profeſſion with the ſolemn 
avowal of a falſhood ; Offences will come, 
but woe to thoſe by whom they come. 


If, Sir, you ſuppoſe that all the clergy 
of the church of England really believe 
4 | what 
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what they have ſubſcribed, or ever did be- 
lieve it, as that there are three perſons in 
one Godhead, that Jeſus Chriſt is a pro- 
per obje& of prayer, and that he 1s to be 
adj ured by his &/oody ſweat and paſſion, and 
by his holy nativity and circumeiſion; if you 
ſuppoſe that they believe that all mankind 
ſinned in Adam, and are puniſhed for his 
fin ; and that all being, on this account, 
deſtined to everlaſting deſtruction, God 
made choice of ſome of them to be ſaved, 
while he left others under an irreverſible 
ſentence of damnation, with many other 


doctrines equally abhorrent to reaſon, and | 


contradicted by the whole tenor of ſcrip- 
ture, you are greatly miſtaken, You, Sir, 
having been educated in one of our univer- 
ſities, have, no doubt, ſubſcribed theſe 
docsrines yourſelf, but perhaps without 
ever knowing that you did ſo, and cer- 


tainly before you had conſidered them, and 


conſequently before you could have had 
any reaſon for believing them. Why then 
ſhould the obligation to this ſubſcription 
be continued ? 85 
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If you wiſh to ſee a defence of the prin- 


cipal of the doctrines above- mentioned, 


and what the ingenuity of man can find to 


ſay in defence of the eſtabliſhment by 


which they are ſupported, I would refer, 


you to the ſermons of the preſent learned 
biſhop of Worceſter. This only, to a 
perſon of your good ſenſe, would, I ſhould 
think, be quite ſufficient for the purpole ; 


without referring you to what I have ſaid 


in reply to his lordſhip's arguments, in the 
concluſion of my Hiſtory of the Corrup- 
trons of Chriſtianity, of which his lordſhip 


has not thought proper to take any notice. 


If, Sir, you liſten to the apprehenſions 
of churchmen, you muſt ſupport every 


ſyſtem that is once eſtabliſhed, be it ever 


ſo abſurd. The heads of theſe eſtabliſh- 
ments, and all thoſe who are ſupported by 


them, never have promoted any reforma- 


tion, and I may therefore preſume never 


will do it. For human nature being the 


ſame, in all ages, men will always do the 
ſame things in the ſame circumſtances. 
But if you liſten to reaſon and common 


ſenſe, 
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ſenſe, you will never apprehend any real 


inconvenience in exchanging error for 
trutb, or abſurd practices for rational ones, 
and eſpecially the worſhip of a myſterious 
unintelligible gvinity in unity (which, if you 
will look into the controverſy now carry- 
ing on by its ableſt advocates, in your 
church, and out of it, you will ſee that 
no man can either explain, or defend) for 
the ſole worſhip of the oze living and true 
God, the maker of heaven and earth, and the 


God and father of Feſus Chriſt, as well as 


our own God and father. 


If you muſt have a fate religion, for 
which I own I ſee no occaſion whatever, 
let it be at leaſt ſomething rational and in- 
telligible; ſomething that mankind may 


ſee to afford a natural foundation of good 


conduct here, and of reaſonable expecta- 
tions hereafter; and ſuch is the Unitarian 
doctrine, as oppoſed to your Trinitarian 
worſhip, in the book of Common Prayer. 
Indeed, Sir, they mult either be very in- 
genious who can lead you to entertain any 

dread of ſuch a religion as I have deicrib- 
ed, 
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ed, or you muſt be very weak to be in- 
fluenced by their arguments. By all 
means, therefore, favour, and do not diſ- 
courage, that gradual ſpread of truth, 
which will, in the end, without any con- 
vulſion in the ſtate, or any diminution of 
its ſtrength at home, or reſpectability a- 
broad, effect this great revolution. 


Aſſure yourſelf, Sir, that the Unitarian 
doctrine has already taken deep root in 
the church itſelf, and it is a plant of a 
ſtrong conſtitution, and makes vigorous 
ſhoots. The preſent controverſy greatly 
quickens its growth, and in ſpight of all 
the efforts of churchmen, and of all that, 
as a ſtateſman, you can do to aſſiſt them, 
the doctrines which conſtitute the peculiar 
faith of the church of England muſt fall 
before it. And if the hierarchy will ob- 
ſtinately retain theſe doctrines, and keep 
up the ſubſcription to them, it muſt, in 
time, fall with them. Your preſent 
friends, to whom, in the late debate, you 
facrificed ſo much, clearly ſee, and dread 
this progreſs of things ; and whether they 

publiſh 
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publiſh, as the archdeacon of St. Alban's, 
and the dean of Canterbury, preach, as 
the biſhop of Lincoln, or be ſilent, as 
the biſhop of Worceſter, it is not in their 
power to ſtop it. 


Another circumſtance relating to the 
. eſtabliſhment of this country calls loudly 


for redreſs. It is utterly incapable of de- 


fence, and yet will probably be retained as 
long as poſſible, in conſequence of its be- 
ing neceſſary to keep 7hings as they are. 
I mean the ſubſcription to the thirty- nine 
articles of the church of England, at the 
time of matriculation in our univerſities. 
This is an abſurdity peculiar to this coun- 
os all others the univerſities are open 


to all the world, while yours are ſhut to 
all except yourſelves. As if it were from 


a dread of free enquiry, you take care to 
fetter the mind at the very time when you 


ought moſt of all to favour its expanſion, 


and to remove every obſtruction to the at- 
tainment of truth, 


Ey 
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By thus ſhutting the door of the uni- 
verſities againſt all ſectaries, and keeping 
the means of learning to yourſelves, you 
may think to keep us in ignorance, and 
therefore leſs able to give you diſturbance, 
But though ignominiouſly, and unjultly, 


excluded from the ſeats of learning, which, 


as maintained by the public funds, ought 


to be open toall the community, and driven 
to the expedient of providing, at a great 
expence, for ſcientific education among 
ourſelves, we have had this advantage, that 
our inſtitutions, being formed in a more 
enlightened age, are more liberal, and 
therefore better calculated to anſwer the 


purpoſe of a truly liberal education. Thus 


while your univerſities reſemble pools of 


ſtagnant water ſecured by dams and mounds 


and offenſive to the neighbourhood, ours 
are like rivers, which, taking their na- 
tural courſe, fertilize a whole country. 


Our plans of education embrace a much 


greater variety of objects ; and the minds of 
our youth, being unfettered by ſubſcrip- 
tion, are certainly more open to the im- 
preſſion of truth. 

It 
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If you, Sir, have the diſcernment and 
courage becoming a great ſtateſman in this 


country, do you yourſelf, as a repreſenta- 


tive of one of the univerſities, propoſe the 
removal of this great evil; aboliſh ſub- 
{ſcription at the time of matriculation, lay 
open the advantages of Oxford and Cam- 
bridge to us Diſſenters, equally with other 


members of the ſame community; and if 


you {till think it neceſſary that your own 
clergy ſhould believe ſuch doctrines as 
thoſe above-mentioned, let the ſubſcription 
be confined to 7hem, and let it be made at 
the time of their leaving the Univerſity, 
or entering upon any church preferment. 
They wall then ſabſcribe with their eyes 
open, a greater proportion ef the clergy 
will moſt probably really believe the ſyſtem 
they teach, and then, though ignorant and 
miſtaken, yet, being honef, they will, with 


more advantage, recommend honeſty and 


integrity to others. 


Mot of the evils I have now mentioned, 


call ſo loudly for redreſs, that you may 
aſſure yourſelf they will be redreſſed, and 


F pro- 
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probably, as you area young man, in your 
own time, tho' you may not have the 
honour of procuring it yourſelf. It is a 
great work, that abſolutely requires to be 
done, and Divine Providence, which we 
ſee 1s gradually reforming abuſes, and 
bringing good out of all evil, will be at 
no loſs in finding proper inſtruments for 


the purpoſe. 


There are alſo many other things re- 


lating to your church eſtabliſhment, that 


ought to be attended to, ſuch as giving 
ſome of your clergy ſeats in the Houſe of 


Lords, by which you debaſe their proper 
character, and divert them from their 


proper purſuits; the enormous diſpro- 


portion in the proviſion you make for the 
clergy, and that moſt inexpedient method 
of doing it by zythes. Theſe, Sir, are 
abuſes which wall find their remedy in 
due time, but, perhaps, in the good ſenſe 
of a future generation, 


The obligation impoſed on the Diſſenters 
to contribute to the maintenance of the 


public 
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public eſtabliſhment, which you think to 
be eſſential to its ſupport, I think to be 
equally tyrannical, unneceflary, and diſ- 
graceful to it. If it be fuch as really to 
recommend itſelf to a great majority of 
the people, ſurely that great majority will 
be able to ſupport it, withont the help of 
thoſe who have a religion of their own to 
provide for. This circumſtance 1s one, 
among many others, which manifeſtly 
ſhows a diſtruſt of its proper baſis, on 
reaſon and truth. Whether you will call 
it a proper e/tabliſhment or not, it is cer- 
tainly the moſt equitable thing in any 
country, and the beſt method of getting 
a true and uſeful religion, to leave every 
perſon at liberty to think and chuſe for 
himſelf, and to ſupport that which he 
prefers. There being then no undue bias 
on the mind, that form of religion will 
at length eſtabliſh itſelf, and become uni- 
verſal, which ſhall be found by experience 
to be moſt deſerving of it; and the ſtate 
will thereby be relieved from a great part 


of its preſent care and incumbrance. This 
has always been the caſe in a great part 


F-2 of 
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of North America; and the hiſtory of it 
will not give you any alarming apprehen- 
ſions of the conſequences of adopting the 
ſame in this country, | 


Tf we now look to Ireland, you will ſee, 
Sir, the moſt manifeſt of all abuſes, I 
Will venture to ſay, that ever accompanied 
any eſtabliſhment whatever; a thing un- 
known in England, or any other country 
1n the world. In all other places it is the 
religion of the majority, and that of a very 
great majority of the inhabitants, that is 
ſupported by the ſtate, to which the mi- 

nority are compelled to contribute ; and 
one argument univerſally alledged for them, 
and to which you had recourſe, is, that 
it is the religion of the majority. But 
in Ireland the religion eſtabliſhed by law 
is that of a ſmall minority, that, I be- 
lieve, of not more than one perſon im ten 
of all the inhabitants of the country ; 
ſo that to ſupport the religion of this 
tenth man, the nine are compelled to pay 
their full tythes. I have been informed 
that there are even whole pariſhes, in 


3 which 
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which the eſtabliſhed clergy do no duty 


at all. It has, moreover, been ſaid, tho 
I hope without truth, that in pariſhes 
where there have been but few Proteſtant 
families, the clergy have contrived to re- 
move them, that they might enjoy their 


revenues, without being obliged to any 


clerical duty. 


It may be ſaid that when this ſyſtem 
was adopted there was ſome hope of bring- 
ing over the inhabitants to the religion 
that was thus impoſed upon them ; but 


this pretence mult have ceaſed long ago. 


With every means in their power, ſome 
juſt, and others ſhockingly unjuſt, (at 
which the feelings of human nature muſt 
revolt, as much as at any circumſtance at- 
tending 2 popiſh inguifition) the clergy 
of the eſtabliſhed church in Ireland have 
never been able to convert any conſider- 


able number of Catholics in the ſouth, or 


of Preſbyterians in the northern parts 
of the iſland. If, Sir, you have any re- 
gard to common juſtice, and the moſt 
obvious maxims of it, exert yourſelf to 


remedy 
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remedy this crying abuſe; and be aſſured 
that you will not be able to find out any 
other remedy, that ſhall be effectual to 


quell the preſent diſturbances in that 


If this conduct was proper with reſpect 
to Ireland, why was not the fame thing 


_ attempted in Scotland; and why is it not 


carried into execution in Canada, Nova 
Scotia, or wherever you have power to en- 
force it? As to juſtice, or mercy, it is 
evident that they were not conſidered in 
the cafe. 


But, Sir, I look with ſatisfaction to a 
future and a better ſtate of things, in which 
the religion of Chriſt will be as much de- 
tached from all connection with civil power 
as it was in its beſt days, before the time 
of Conſtantine; ſince which time it has 


always been kept in chains, and made 


ſubſervient to the moſt unworthy pur- 
poſes. It will then be ſupported not by 
the compulſory payment of tythes, or any 
compulſion at all, but by the voluntary 

attach- 
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attachment of its friends, who will under- 
ſtand and value it. 


With reſpect to the biſhoprics, dean- 
eries, prebends, and other appendages of 
the hierarchy, which you repreſented as 
eſſential to the good eſtate of the king- 
dom, I ſhall tell you a true ſtory, and 
leave the application to yourſelf. A farm 
in this country was famous for producing 
cheeſe of the fineſt flavour; but the mea- 
dos had, for ages, been full of ant-hills. 
Theſe the proprietor wiſhed: to have re- 
moved, but the farmer remonſtrated, 
maintaining that the peculiar excellence 
of his cheeſe depended upon them ; and 


ſaid that he muſt quit his farm if they 


were diſturbed. The proprietor, how- 
ever, perſiſted in his purpoſe, and in con- 
ſequence of this the tenant did leave the 
farm, and another came in his place; and 
he found the cheeſe more in quantity, than 
it had produced before, and equal in 
quality. Much, Sir, very much, is to 
be done in this country; and in due time 
there will not be wanting men who will 

have 
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have the head, the heart, and the firmneſs 
. of nerve to do it. 


I would not, however, be underſtood to 
be an advocate for any violent changes. 
Any thing of this kind would counteract 
and defeat all my purpoſes. Every deſir- 
able ſtep in the whole progreſs will be ef- 

fected by the operation of reaſon alone, 
aided by free enquiry; and on no con- 
ſideration would I have any thing done by 
the governing powers, but with the hearty 
concurrence, and at the requiſition, of the 
people. All I aſk of you, as one of our 
governors, is to lay no undue. bias on the 
minds of men. Put them into a ſituation 
to judge freely, and have that confidence 
j in trutb, as to believe that it will be able 
| to recommend and enforce itſelf. This is 
my only ground of confidence with reſpect 
to every thing for which I contend ; but 
this has not been the caſe with the advo- 
cates of the church of England. 


Thus, Sir, you are ih the poſſeſſion of 
the free ſentiments of a citizen of this free 
country, 


on the Subject of the TESH ACT. 41 


country, thoſe of a man who has no in- 
tereſt but in the reputation and flouriſh- 


ing ſtate of it, who has honeſtly endeavour- 


ed to do every thing in his power to add 
to its reputation, without ſeeking its emo- 
luments, who wants nothing that you, 
Sir, as the prime miniſter of his country, 
can give him; and who has done nothing 


for which he apprehends he has any thing 


to fear. Let what he has freely propoſed, 


be impartially conſidered. 


I am one of that body of Diſſenters who 
have always thought themſelves happy to 
find any opportunity of ſhewing their ap- 
probationof the meaſures of their ſovereign, 
and particularly of that in conſequence of 
which you, Sir, were appointed to your 
preſent ſituation; and though the experience 
of ages has taught us that there is little 
ground of dependance on the gratitude of 
ſtateſmen, or of courts, we had ſome ex- 
pectations from a youth uncorrupted by 


vice, and not hackneyed in the ways of 


the world, and we are {till unwilling to 


think that we are wholly diſappointed. 


- 


83 We 


— 
— — 
— 
2 e 


42 A Letter to Mr. PI Tr, 


We underſtood that when you were firſt 
applied to on the buſineſs that was lately 
agitated, you expreſſed your ſenſe of the 
juſtice of our cauſe, and promiſed us your 
ſupport. You muſt have had ſome reaſon 
to think differently of it afterwards. But 
what you advanced on the ſubje& has by 


no means ſatisfied us that you did it from 


mature conſideration, or from any better 


views of the thing. We muſt, therefore, 


in a great meaſure, withdraw the confidence 


which we had placed in your liberality, or 


your diſcernment. But we are not with- 


out hopes that your mind may ſtill be 


open to conviction, and that, on a future 


occaſion, you will be the more zealous to 
do us juſtice, on account of your having 
been the principal means of denying it to us 


at preſent. At the moſt, we can but retire 
to the ſituation we have ſo long occupied, 
and to which we have been ſo accuſtomed: 
as to be pretty well reconciled to it, which 
is that of deſerving favours which we have 
not obtained, and of being frowned upon, 
and diſcountenanced, by a government, to 


which we have ever ſhown the moſt zealous 


attach- 
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attachment; at the ſame time that it takes 
into its boſom that part of the community 
which was ever noted for its diſloyalty. 
But we conſider our condition not as that 
of humiliation, but of pride; and we may 
ſometime perhaps have an opportunity of 
ſhewing our magnanimity, by overcoming 
evil with good, 


The aid of the Diſſenters has more than 
once been wanted to ſecure the civil liber- 
ties of this country, and even to befriend 
the eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſhment of it, and 
it may be wanted again. Our anceſtors 
were principally inſtrumental both in the 
reſtoration of the Stuarts, and in the ſet- 
tlement of the crown on the preſent reign- 
ing family; and future princes may look 
for aſſiſtance where their predeceſſors have 
never failed to find it. 


Neither our numbers, our property, or 
our diſpoſitions, are ſuch as to give you 
any thing to fear from our reſentment, if 
we ſhould retain any. But though we are 
few, we truſt that we are reſpected by the 
5 ſounder 
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ſounder and the more liberal part of the 


community; and therefore that ſuch pub- 
lic meaſures as are known to be adopted 
by us, will be generally eſteemed to be 
thoſe which are favourable to public li- 
berty, and have the concurrence of the 
friends of it, whether they rank with us 
as Diſſenters from the eſtabliſhment, or 
not. 


Permit us, Sir, to think thus favour. 
ably of ourſelves, as a ſource of conſola- 
tion under our preſent defeat, and as an 
encouragement to reſume our application 
for the redreſs of our grievances on a 
future occaſion ; when, I doubt not, it 
will be underſtood that our cauſe is that 
of juſtice, and of reaſonable liberty, and 
that it will have the hearty ſupport of all 
thoſe who wiſh to be conſidered as the true 
friends of liberty, in the houſe, and out 
of it, 


I cannot conclude this addreſs without 


. obſerving, that from you, Sir, we were 


led to expect a reform in the ſtate of re- 
= preſentation | 
ef 
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preſentation in this country, and other 
meaſures of public utility ; and ſorry I am 
to ſay that it yet remains to be proved, 
whether you are a real friend to ſuch mea- 
ſures, and chuſe to have your name en- 
rolled among the very few truly honeft 
and upright ſtateſmen, or will be content 
to have it loſt in the great maſs of thoſe 
who have had no views but to their own 
intereſt or ambition, who have been verſed 
in all the arts of deceit, and who, begin- 
ning with impoſing upon their country, 
have at length never failed to involye them- 
ſelves in that ignominy and diſgrace, which 
they have been the means of bringing upon 
others. e 
— 
8 I R, 
Vour very humble ſervant, 
IJ. PRIESTLEY, 
Lonpon, g 
MARCH zu 1787, 
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